
Interim Guidance: Civil Immigration Enforcement and Removal Priorities 
Page 6 of7 

Preapproval for Other Priority Cases 

Any civil immigration enforcement or removal actions that do not meet the above criteria for 
presumed priority cases will require preapproval from the FOD or SAC. In deciding to undertake 
an enforcement action or removal, the agent or officer must consider, in consultation with his or 
her leadership, the nature and recency of the noncitizen' s convictions, the type and length of 
sentences imposed, whether the enforcement action is otherwise an appropriate use of ICE' s 
limited resources, and other relevant factors. In requesting this preapproval, the officer or agent 
must raise a written justification through the chain of command, explaining why the action 
otherwise constitutes a justified allocation of limited resources, and identify the date, time, and 
location the enforcement action or removal is expected to take place. 

The approval to carry out an enforcement action against a particular noncitizen will not authorize 
enforcement actions against other noncitizens encountered during an operation if those 
noncitizens fall outside the presumption criteria identified above. An approval to take an 
enforcement action against any other noncitizen encountered who is not a presumed priority 
must be separately secured as described above. 

In some cases, exigent circumstances and the demands of public safety will make it 
impracticable to obtain preapproval for an at-large enforcement action. While it is impossible to 
preconceive all such circumstances, they generally will be limited to situations where a 
noncitizen poses an imminent threat to life or an imminent substantial threat to property. If 
preapproval is impracticable, an officer or agent should conduct the enforcement action and then 
request approval as described above within 24 hours following the action. 7 

As always, it is important that ICE endeavor to remove noncitizens with final removal orders 
who have remained in post-order detention for more than 90 days. ICE will continue to review 
such noncitizens' cases on a regular basis, consistent with existing law and policy. ICE will 
endeavor to remove such noncitizens consistent with legal requirements and national, border 
security, and public safety priorities. 

Periodically, ICE receives requests to exercise some form of individualized discretion in the 
interests of law and justice. ICE will create and maintain a system by which personnel can 
evaluate these individualized requests. 

Notice of At-Large Enforcement Actions 

The execution of an at-large enforcement action should be preceded by notification to the 
relevant state and local law enforcement agency or agencies. This notification will advance 

7 Where approval is sought following the enforcement action due to exigent circumstances, the request shall explain 
the exigency, where and when the enforcement activity took place, and whether the noncitizen is currently detained. 
Additionally, when the location of a proposed or completed enforcement action is a courthouse, as defined in ICE 
Directive 11072.1: Civil Immigration Enforcement Actions Inside Courthouses (Jan. 10, 2018, or as superseded), or 
a sensitive location, as defined in ICE Directive No. 10029.2, Enforcement Actions at or Focused on Sensitive 
Locations (Oct. 24, 2011, or as superseded), that should be explicitly highlighted in the request. 
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