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2) he or she has been convicted of an offense for which an element was active 
participation in a criminal street gang, as defined in 18 U.S.C. § 521(a), or is not 
younger than 16 years of age and intentionally participated in an organized criminal 
gang or transnational criminal organization to further the illegal activity of the gang or 
transnational criminal organization. 

In evaluating whether a noncitizen currently "pose[s] a threat to public safety," officers and 
agents are to consider the extensiveness, seriousness, and recency of the criminal activity. 
Officers and agents are to also consider mitigating factors, including, but not limited to, personal 
and family circumstances, health and medical factors, ties to the community, evidence of 
rehabilitation, and whether the individual has potential immigration relief available. 

Officers are to base their conclusions about intentional participation in an organized criminal 
gang or transnational criminal organization on reliable evidence and consult with the Field 
Office Director (FOD) or Special Agent in Charge (SAC) in reaching this conclusion. 

Particular attention is to be exercised in cases involving noncitizens who are elderly or are 
known to be suffering from serious physical or mental illness. Similarly, particular attention is to 
be exercised with respect to noncitizens who have pending petitions for review on direct appeal 
from an order of removal; have filed only one motion to reopen removal proceedings, and such a 

. motion either remains pending or is on direct appeal via a petition for review; or have pending 
applications for immigration relief and are prima facie eligible for such relief. In such cases, 
execution of removal orders should have a compelling reason and are to have approval from the 
FOD. 

A civil enforcement or removal action that does not meet the above criteria for presumed priority 
cases will require preapproval as described below. 

Enforcement and Removal Actions: Approval, Coordination, and Data Collection 

To ensure compliance with this guidance and consistency across geographic areas of 
responsibility, and to facilitate a dialogue between headquarters and field leadership about the 
effectiveness of the interim guidance, ICE will require that field offices collect data on the nature 
and type of enforcement and removal actions they perform. In addition, ICE will require field 
offices to coordinate their operations and obtain preapproval for enforcement and remova_l 
actions that do not meet the above criteria for presumed priority cases. The data and coordination 
will inform the development of the Secretary's new enforcement guidance. 

No Preapproval Required for Presumed Priority Cases 

Officers and agents need not obtain preapproval for enforcement or removal actions that meet the 
above criteria for presumed priority cases, beyond what existing policy requires and what a 
supervisor instructs. 

aggravated felony for purposes of this memorandum, officers and agents must have a good-faith belief based on 
either a final administrative determination, available conviction records, or the advice of agency legal counsel. 
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