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Accordingly, in executing its critical national security, border security, and public safety mission, 
the Department must exercise its well-established prosecutorial discretion and prioritize its 
limited resources to most effectively achieve that mission. 
Civil Immigration Enforcement and Removal Priorities 

In support of the interim priorities, the guidance established in this memorandum shall be applied 
to all civil immigration enforcement and removal decisions made after the issuance of this 
memorandum. The civil immigration enforcement and removal decisions include, but are not 
limited to, the following:3 

• Deciding whether to issue a detainer, or whether to assume custody of a noncitizen 
subject to a previously issued detainer; 

• Deciding whether to issue, reissue, serve, file, or cancel a Notice to Appear; 
• Deciding whether to focus resources only on administrative violations or conduct; 
• Deciding whether to stop, question, or arrest a noncitizen for an administrative violation 

of the civil immigration laws; 
• Deciding whether to detain or release from custody subject to conditions; 
• Deciding whether to grant deferred action or parole; and 
• Deciding when and under what circumstances to execute final orders of removal. 

For ease of reference, the interim priorities identified in the Interim Memo, and as revised by this 
guidance, are set forth below along with further explanation. ~ 

As a preliminary matter, it is vitally important to note that the interim priorities do not require or 
prohibit the arrest, detention, or removal of any noncitizen. Rather, officers and agents are 
expected to exercise their discretion thoughtfully, consistent with ICE's important national 
security, border security, and public safety mission. Enforcement and removal actions that meet 
the criteria described below are presumed to be a justified allocation ofICE's limited resources. 
Actions not reflected in the criteria described below may also be justified, but they are subject to 
advance review as outlined further below. 

In determining whether to pursue an action that falls outside the criteria described below, all 
relevant facts and circumstances regarding the noncitizen should be considered. For instance, 
officers and agents should consider: whether there are criminal convictions; the seriousness and 
recency of such convictions, and the sentences imposed; the law enforcement resources that have 
been spent; whether a threat can be addressed through other means, such as through recourse to 
criminal law enforcement authorities at the federal, state, or local level, or to public health and 
other civil authorities at the state or local level; and, other relevant factors (including, for 
example, the mitigating factors identified on page 5). 

3 As discussed above, the Department is enjoined from enforcing the Immediate_ 100-Day Pause on Removals in the 
Interim Memo. This following interim guidance should not be read to permit implementation of Section C of the 
Interim Memo. 

AILA Doc. No. 21021800. (Posted 2/18/21)


