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This memorandum establishes interim guidance in support of the interim civil immigration 
enforcement and removal priorities that Acting Secretary Pekoske issued on January 20, 2021. 
Acting Secretary Pekoske issued the interim priorities in his memorandum titled, Review of and 
Interim Revision to Civil Immigration Enforcement and Removal Policies and Priorities (Interim 
Memo). 

This interim guidance is effective immediately. It applies to all U.S. Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE) Directorates and Program Offices, and it covers enforcement actions, custody 
decisions, the execution of final orders of removal, financial expenditures, and strategic 
planning. 

This interim guidance will remain in effect until Secretary Mayorkas issues new enforcement 
guidelines. The Secretary has informed me that he will issue new guidelines only after 
consultation with the leadership and workforce ofICE, U.S. Customs and Border Protection, and 
other Department of Homeland Security (Department) agencies and offices. He anticipates 
issuing these guidelines in less than 90 days. 

I have requested approval of certain revisions to the Interim Memo until the Secretary issues new 
enforcement guidelines. My requested revisions have been approved, and they are incorporated 
into this guidance. To the extent this guidance conflicts with the Interim Memo, this guidance 
controls. As you will read below, the revisions include, but are not limited to: (1) authorization to 
apprehend presumed priority noncitizens1 in-at-large enforcement actions without advance 
approval; (2) the inclusion of current qualifying members of criminal gangs and transnational 
criminal organizations as presumed enforcement priorities; (3) authorization to apprehend 

1 For purposes of this memorandum, "noncitizen" means any person as defined in section IO I (a)(3) of the 
Immigration and Nationality Act (INA). 
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